
I love this program. In 1973 I was a member of a dedicated, ambi-
tious, somewhat naive group of the FM community who believed 
that it could start a Community School Program. The odds were 
against us. We needed community support: we needed money; we 
needed a house; we needed a board; we needed host families; we 
needed teachers, administrators, and school board members to 
support the program. We needed approval from New York State. 
We needed to set up a 501(c)3 charity. Once all these were in 
place, we needed staff, and, most important of all, scholars. 

We had help from national ABC, but we had to be able to make 
it happen ourselves. It was not easy. But we had some of the 
most wonderfully generous, positive, and hard working folks who  
jumped in and never gave up. We believed that this program could 
and should thrive in our community. 

So, we had meetings and more meetings. We needed to orga-
nize and assign tasks, but we had  to hold multiple information 
meetings to make clear the goals of the program. One important 
misconception centered around who our scholars would be; not 
troubled students, but scholars with promise and ambition who 
wanted to go to college, to have careers. 

There were issues, some reflecting the times and the discomfort 
folks had with diversity in the community. We had difficulty buying 
a house. We found a few houses that were suitable, but  were 
told they were no longer on the market. We were shocked and 
disappointed and we almost despaired, until Bob Lyon, one of the 
founders of FMABC, found the perfect house in a great location 
and persuaded Josephine Ryan, who was thinking of selling her 
house, to sell it to us. 

Of course, there were lots more issues. Some were kind of fun, 
such as the major question of whether we would accept boys 
or girls. Father Morgan Silbaugh, the rector of Christ Episcopal 
Church next door to our new ABC house, wanted boys. We all 
suspected his main reason was that he envisioned playing basket-
ball with the guys. Jean Kordalewski headed up the faction that 
advocated for girls. Jean won. Morgan got over it.

As things came together, we fell to raising money, getting a mort-
gage, endless cleaning and painting. Many of our young children, 
my two girls included, pitched in. We added bathrooms and 
updated the electrical system - kind of. We couldn’t afford to buy 
furniture so people donated their hand-me-downs. There was so 
much to do to get ready. 

The doors opened to our new students in September, 1974. We 
had a board, resident directors, resident advisors, and a cook. We 
were on our way! 

There have been so many problems over the years, but the plea-
sures and successes  have been enormous. We’re so proud of our 
alumnae and their achievements. We’re proud of the FM commu-
nity for supporting the program, joining our board, opening their 
homes as host families, and contributing financially. I am so happy 
to have been a part of FM ABC for so many years and to have 
known and loved so many of our alumnae. Their accomplishments 
are theirs, but ours is the community and the program that helped 
them on their way.

Here’s to the next 50 years.

Congratulations to the FM A Better Chance Program on its 50th Anniversary! 

FAYETTEVILLE-MANLIUS A BETTER CHANCE ALUMNAE

Written By Barbara Sutton

Desiree Tirado ‘04 Julia Dorce ‘05 Victoria-Diane Allison ‘06 Jessica Reid ‘06 Amelia Stone ‘07 Dorisol Inoa ‘09 Shaunice Phillips ‘09 Indigo Arthur ‘10 Shynise Stiff ‘10 Tanaja Stephson ‘16 Hailey Gomez ‘18 Naej Jones ‘18Odelia Ryan ‘11 Janai Fraser ‘13 Sara Elzeini ‘14 Nellie Hernandez ‘14 Alexandra Johnson ‘15 Kesi Rivera ‘15

Bobbie King ‘76 Maxine Berfield ‘77 Joyce Jackson ‘77 Loretta Jennings ‘77 Sydell Moraza ‘77 Evanthe Pina ‘77 Lourdes Reyes ‘77 Renee Scott ‘77 Andrea Johnson ‘78 Yvette Chevalier ‘79 Perdexter Hogue ‘79 Konnie Whitfield ‘79 Indu Bala ‘80 Terri Eubanks ‘80 Cindy Senensieb ‘80 Mildred Carrillo ‘81 Bernice Reid ‘81 Beverly Bronner ‘82 Sharon Johnson ‘82 Sherrel Johnson ‘82 Tanva Williams ‘82

Sidney Davis ‘83 Lourdes Padilla ‘83 Marisol Negron ‘83 Donna Graham ‘84 Jennifer James ‘84 Tammy Rosado ‘84 Adrianne Lockhart ‘85 Vanita Marzette ‘85 Annette Miles ‘85 Carmen Carr ‘86 Barbra Eden ‘88 June Griffith ‘88 Jadwisia James ‘88 Christina Lee ‘88 Sigrid Bonner ‘89 Gloria Ho ‘89 Sophia Spence ‘89 Natasha Haynes-Smith ‘90 Elizabeth Mitchell ‘90 Isabel Chan ‘91 Joy-Ann Forde ‘91

Donna Kwan ‘91 Diane Alexis ‘92 Leslie Richards ‘92 Natasha Toussaint ‘92 Bethsaida Alicea ‘94 Shanee Freeman ‘94 Tora Bratton ‘95 LaShawna Adams ‘96 Tanisha Jones ‘97 Mayra Rivera ‘97 Alanna Forte ‘98 Beth Hanson ‘98 Jenelle Berry ‘99 Kiya Hope ‘99 Joslyn Roberts ‘00 Aleatha Ealey ‘02 Maribelle Ruiz ‘02 Amanda Chichesster ‘03 Stacy Romero ‘03 Jennifer Toledo ‘03 Mildred Flores ‘04
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F-M A Better Chance
Board of Directors
2022-2023
Academic Year

Nancy Durkin, Chair
Joseph Porcello, Treasurer

Linda Albanese
Andrea Bernard
Joyce Bresnahan
Jill Brule
Kathy Elbadawi
Dave Everding
Bonnie Grossman
Anne Keefe
Katherine Keeney
Clare Leary
Susan Muench
Tom Otis
Lael Pierce
Tracy Porter
Anne Scuderi

Host Families
Derris and Anny Henry
Kathrine King and Evan Wood
Paul and Susan Muench
Felicia and Jim Sharples

Academic Advisers
Jeni Leslie
Elizabeth Wheeler

Resident Director
La Rae Martin Coore

Name: Serai Williams 
Hometown: Brooklyn, New York
Class Year: Junior
Favorite class this year: Global Environment 
Last book read: Where The Rhythm Takes You 
Favorite movie: Home Alone 2
What I like best about the ABC: I like how I’m 
experiencing things I would have never thought of 
myself doing
Something I never did before in the ABC program is: 
Hiking
Favorite thing to do with my host family: Baking
Outside of school, I like to spend time: Listening to 
music and spending time with my friends
This past summer: I worked at a summer camp.
My professional aspiration is to: 
Go into the medical field
A fun fact to know about me is that: 
I love to do makeup.

Name: Arianna Duncan 
Hometown: Mount Vernon, NY
Class Year: 2025 (Sophomore)
Favorite class this year: Physical Education 
Last book read: Concrete Rose 
Favorite movie: The Witness
What I like best about the ABC: Being able to 
hangout and go to school with the other girls in 
the house
Something I never did before in the ABC 
program is: Eat Panera Bread
Favorite thing to do with my host family: Hangout
Outside of school, I like to spend time: Relaxing 
or catching up on shows
This past summer: Traveled to Jamaica
My professional aspiration is to: To become a 
Pharmacist, Orthopedic Surgeon, or Forensic 
Scientist
A fun fact to know about me is that: I like to 
sleep and play Roblox

MEET OUR SCHOLARS
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THROUGHOUT THE YEARS

Take comfort in each other. Support and encourage each other.
I hope: For the freshmen, academic and social confidence,
For the sophomores, perseverance and resilience,
For the juniors, serenity and clarity,
For the seniors, leadership and perspective. 

— Alanna Forte, 1998. 

Never think what you are going through is not conquerable.
There is always a way to solve a problem and problems make us ABC students tough.

— Donna Graham Stewartson, 1984.

Remember to have fun. 
Savor the moments in the house, school, and with new friends. 
Create and maintain meaningful relationships.
Join activities that are meaningful.
Rejoice in your success and your failures as they are powerful learning tools.
Take risks and challenge yourself beyond your comfort zone. Be bold and 
always speak your truth.

— Jessica Reid, 2006.
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I served on the FM School Board from 1969-1972. I ran for reelec-
tion in ’72 and lost. My great friend Barbara Sutton greeted me with 
“Good, now we can start ABC. You serve as first Chair, and I will 
serve as Vice-Chair. When you are ready to step down I will step in.” 
ABC took off from there. We were flying by the seat of our pants but 
we did fly. Some people in the community were already aware of A 
Better Chance and others were drawn by the vision of doing some-
thing locally–small but specific, toward increasing equality of edu-
cational opportunity. I think it was Tom Mikula, head of the Program, 

who came to speak at a luncheon in Syracuse providing inspiration 
and clarity about ABC. National ABC offered guidance and seed 
money. Little by little we built the first Board, gathering a diverse 
group of committed and talented people. Even after all these years, 
I marvel at the integrity, creativity and vision of that Board. At first 
we were open to having male or female students. Former FM School 
Board Chair Jean Kordalewski and I used to joke that we would arm 
wrestle to see which way we would go. But when we realized that 
there was greater need for a program for young women, we knew 
how to move ahead. There was much to do and we did it. We needed 
to communicate to the wider community that FM ABC would in fact 
be good for the community, and we had to allay some fears. Keith 
Morgan was Mayor of Manlius and his support was invaluable. All 
the pieces that have made ABC “work” needed to be set up, again 
with guidance from national ABC. High school students away from 
home would need local host families, an ABC House to call home, 
resident directors and tutors, strong support from Fayetteville-Man-
lius High School. Looking back fifty years I marvel and rejoice re-
flecting on those who made it all happen.

Some specific events stay with me. We found a faculty house that 
the Manlius School,  merging with Pebble Hill in Dewitt, would no 
longer need. While we were working out financing, the house was 
pulled out from under us when a person who did not want ABC stu-
dents living next to his mother found someone with the clout to pre-
vent the sale. As so often happened, good emerged surprisingly: 
the School house would have been at the edge of the Village. Far 
better was Ma Ryan’s house just down the hill from the High School 
and right in the middle of Manlius. A Board member whose family 
business had excellent credit was unable to secure a loan to buy 
the house. I spoke with Robert Wehrle, head of Marine Midland, who 
said clearly and decisively “We are aware of our responsibility to the 
community. How much do you need?” FM ABC paid the $30,000 
mortgage off in three years! We were nowhere near as efficient 
raising money as the current program. We sorted trash, ground up 
glass bottles, and the Village hauled the bulk-reduced material to a 
site in Fulton, sold it, and gave us the proceeds. We piggybacked 
on Manlius’ Fourth of July celebration with a pancake breakfast in 
the under croft of St, Anne’s church. Auctions at Lipe’s barn yielded 
some income and in those early years a subsidy from ABC helped 
us keep going. Generous financial support from the FM community 
was our lifeblood.

Toward the end of My Fair Lady, Henry Higgins and Colonel Picker-
ing take credit for Eliza Doolittle’s transformation, blind to the fact 
the SHE is “the one who did it.” The brave young women of FM ABC 
and their families are the ones to whom the most credit is due: they 
risked much and dared trust young lives to strangers in a strange 
community. And THEIR achievements merit our admiration. I was 
absolutely delighted to see that one of our graduates was recently 
installed in the FM High School Hall of Fame. ABC HAS enriched the 
FM community even as it has lived up to its name and year after year 
offered A Better Chance for an astounding fifty years.

HISTORY OF FM ABCTHE EARLY DAYS OF FM ABC

Founders of A Better Chance of FM ABC (Left to Right) Barbara Lipe, Glenn 
Brown, Andy Kordalewski, Morgan Silbaugh, Barbara Sutton, Elaine Morris, 
Jean Kordalewski, Betsy Fairbank

Written By Morgan Silbaugh
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PAST ALUMNAE ADVICETHE EARLY DAYS OF FM ABC

My mother always told me I had a role in starting the ABC program. 
As a loving parent, she exaggerated quite a bit.  I did none of the 
hard work in bringing the program to fruition. There were a number 
of people in the community who became interested in the program 
on their own, whose efforts converged. But there is some truth to 
the idea that her interest in the program stemmed in part from how, 
as I moved through adolescence, I came to perceive and be troubled 
by a narrowness in Fayetteville-Manlius. We always talked about 
whatever I was seeing and thinking. She always lent an ear as well 
as her wisdom.

It was at a summer program, in 1970, that I became aware of ABC. 
The town where the program was located had an ABC program at 
its public high school, and one of the students had stayed around 
during the summer. I told my parents about it when I returned home. 
I don’t think it was the first time Mom had heard of ABC, though.

Mom was on the Board of Education from 1966 through 1972, coin-
ciding with my junior high and high school years.  For three of those 
years she was the Board’s President. I think she could in general 
be characterized as a consensus builder. While she tended not to 
be overtly political, she also had an ability take what we would now 
call “progressive” stances and still be liked and respected by those 
who thought otherwise (to my recollection ours were the only cars 
in Brookside with McGovern bumper stickers). Without fanfare or 
stridency, at those moments when she felt taking a position on an 
issue was in order, she didn’t shy away. I think the same sort of calm 
resolve was characteristic of the other founders of ABC as well, as 
the effort started to brew.  

Mom became part of the early organizing meetings for ABC in 1973 
along with Barbara Sutton, Rev. Morgan Silbaugh, Barbara Lipe, and 
several others whose names I don’t recall. I remember Thomas Mi-
kula from the national ABC office coming to meet with the group, 
and staying at our house. Mom became involved in the student se-
lection committee, and the question arose as to whether the pro-
gram should be for girls or boys. This was a moment when she took 
a strong stance: that it should be for girls. The majority of the ABC 
programs at the time were for boys.  Mom was a proud graduate of 
a women’s college who had taken leadership roles in the community 
and was always concerned about opportunities for women.  

One of the special things about my father was that he did not have 
the kind of male ego that would make him threatened by, or jeal-
ous of, a wife who was more of a public figure than he was. They 
were a team. He always found a good role in their joint ventures. 
Young people always were especially fond of him because of his 
kind nature, and the ABC students were no exception. He was one 
of the group of community residents who met at Lipes’ Dairy every 
Saturday morning to collect bottles, newspapers, etc. for recycling, 
to raise money for the program. It was the first recycling effort in 
the FM area. Later on, Dad became the ABC Board chairman and 
served for a few years.

It is impressive to consider all the ways that so many people in the 
community pitched in, to keep the program going and flourishing 
once it started. Jean and Andy Kordalewski were part of this effort, 
and I’m very proud to be their son.

Written By John Kordalewski

Fayetteville-Manlius A Better Chance Girls – Spring Orientation – June 6, 1974
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Dear Friends, Neighbors and Supporters of the FM ABC Program,

HAPPY 50TH ANNIVERSARY!

We have decided that this year’s newsletter would celebrate the 50 years of our program’s existence, which has changed the lives of 
so many people. We are excited that over 100 ABC scholars have come to Fayetteville Manlius High School because they believed 
that a better high school education would lead them to better colleges and careers. Our scholars have become successful leaders in 
society because of the foundation they received here.

So too, we celebrate all the people that have made this happen, a true village over the 50 years, starting with our founders and moving 
onto all the volunteers. As you read the articles written by Barbara and Morgan, we understand the many hurdles and obstacles that 
they had to overcome to get this program started, they all knew, just as we do today, that this program not only would benefit many 
young women, but it would enrich the entire FM community.

We want to continue the vision of these founders, so we look to you for your financial support to sustain and help our program 
succeed. Our community is the base of our financial support and we rely 100% on it.  

Volunteers are at the core of our success. If you are interested in becoming involved as a board member, host family, academic 
advisor, driver or so many other things, feel free to reach out to me.  Being a part of this program has enriched so many people’s lives.

After 50 years the mission is still true. The need is still strong. Your support is still needed.

Thank you.
Nancy Durkin
Chair, FM AB Board of Directors

FM-ABC DONORS 2021-2022

Anaren Microwave

Centerpoint Financial, Inc.

Evangelical Lutheran  
Church of the Good Shepard

Express Computer

Fred L. Emerson Foundation

Green Family Foundation, Inc.

Church, Foundation and Corporate Donors

Immaculate Conception Parish

Landscape East

Lockheed Martin Employees  
Federated Fund

M&T Bank

Network for Good–Facebook

One NY Cares

Paolo Kay Gifts

Sugarman Law Firm LLP

T.H. Kinsella Inc

Travelers

Trinity Episcopal Church

United Methodist Church of Fayetteville

Weitsman Shredding LLC

Sivaramprasad & Sudha Atluri 
Sarah Alden
Ira H. Ames
Manuel Ares
Scott & Betty Ann Baldwin
J. Thomas Bassett & Silvia de la Garza
Janel Benson & Tom Cambier
Melinda & Ronnie Bell
Linda & Allan Birnbaum
Nicky Bissons
Gerald & Barbara Black
Christopher & Sara Bollinger
Joyce & Jim Bresnahan
Kathie Briggs
Harold Bristol
Tracy & Scott Buckingham
Doug & Susan Burns
Tim & Katy Burns

Individual Donors

Mary L. Cawley Oliver
Joseph L. & Janice L. Charles
Nancy & Jerry Clausen
Joyce Cole
Linda and Richard Cote
Sheila O’Hara Coughlin & Chip 
Coughlin
Robert and Maribeth Coutant
Robert & Carol Cranston
Juanita & Matthew Critz
John J. Cucinotta
Bill & Maria Dawson
Sam & Kathleen Deeb
Mark & Linda Demo
Sidney Devorsetz
Anna & David Dodds
Phil & Carolyn Doughty
Sharry Doyle

Nancy Durkin
Kathy & Sam Elbadawi
Nabila Elbadawi
Eileen Emerson & Adrian Dunuwila
John and Anne Endries
Shelly & Dave Everding 
Catherine B. Fedrizzi
Mildred Flores
Cliff & Jane Forstadt
Ron & Patti Gern
Priscilla & Andre Gilbert
Carol Ginsky
Beth & Irwin Goldberg
Jud & Roz Gostin
Stephen & Julia Graziano
Diana Green
Russell & Heidi Green
Vicki & Roger Greenberg

Janis & Norman Gross
Tammy Rosado Gruenberg & Randy 
Gruenberg
Mike & Lori Guerin
Tom & Sally Hall
Julia & Daniel Harris
Ronald & Irene Hebert
Dick & Peg Hillman
Carolyn & David Holmes
David & Sandra Jackson
Michael Jastremski
Wanda Jukam
Mateele & Sheldon Kall
Phil & Judy Kaplan
Sandra Karas
Karen Keane
Norma Kelley
Owen Kelley
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SPECIAL THANKS TO
• Christ Church
• East Area YMCA
• Emerson Foundation
• Fairgrounds Family Practice
• Fayetteville Manlius High School
• Donna Goyette, M&S Desktop Printing
• Kristen Rubacka
• Marla Share
• Paola Kay

MARCH MADNESS SUPPORTERS
• Sugarman Law Firm LLP
• Porter Norby Howe LLP
• M&T Bank
• Lockheed Martin Employees Federated Fund
• TH Kinsella, Inc
• Anaren

Scott & Cheryle Kelley
Elizabeth Kolodney
John Kordalewski
Ann Lamprey
Raymond & Maryellen Letterman
Richard J Lightcap
Roseanne and George Lorefice
Richard & Kathryn Lowenberg
Allan Leigh Maca
Helene Mann
Adrienne Kay Mannion
Sandra & John Mason
Mary Massad
John & Bonnie McCabe
Carmel McColgan & Patrick Stack
Andy & Nikki Miller
Elizabeth Ross
Marty Morganstein
Barbara Muench

Louis & Jane Neuburger
Alice & Bill Newman
Cindy & Ron Oehmigen
Kim and Gary Peden
Joanne & Ric Pettit
Deb Petzold
Donald Phillips
Dana D. Pierce
Anita Pisano
Judith & Arnold Poltenson
Karen & Joe Porcello
Rissa & Michael Ratner
Donald Rich
Maudie & Graham Ritchie
Barbara S. Rivette
Deborah Rose & Kenneth Boyce
Carol & Gerry Rothschild
Erica & Neil Rube
Elaine Rubenstein

Libby Rubenstein
Phil Rudolph
Bruce & Nina Ruppert
Bob & Susan Ryan
Linda & Bob Ryan
Toni Salisbury
Sam and Suzanne Sammarco
Marie Sarno
Doug & Lynn Scharbach
Jeff and Abby Scheer
Matthew & Anne Scuderi
Marla & Steve Share
Sarah Short
Morgan & Charlotte Silbaugh
Judith B. Smith
Nancy Smith
Janis & Gary Soule
Kate Stewart
Robert & Sharon Storrier

Barbara & Ted Sullivan
Barbara Sutton
John & Leila Swanson
Rob & Lucy Sylvester
Ed Theobald
Deb & Jim Tifft
Karen & Paul Torop
Laurie Venditti
Jeanette Ward
David Warner
Robert Weisenthal & Jenifer Paterson
Barbara Weisinger
Laura Welch
Susan M. Westlake
David & Daryll Wheeler
Melissa & Chris Whyland
Pete & Paula Wilcoxen
Perdexter Hogue Williams

Ira Ames
In Memory of Joyce Ames

Tim & Katy Burns
In Memory of John Shafer

Nancy & Jerry Clausen
In Memory of Dr. Jerry Clausen

Juanita & Matthew Critz
In Memory of Theresa Ares, 

one of the original volunteers

Carolyn & David Holmes
In Memory of John Shafer & Alexandra Johnson 

Karen Keane
In Memory of Peg Marshall, English teacher       

extraordinaire of many ABC scholars at FMHS

John Kordalewski
In Memory of Andrew & Jean Kordalewski

Memorial Gifts

Helene Mann
In Memory of Raymond Mann

Marty Morganstein
In Memory of Karen Morganstein

Donald Phillips
In Memory of Gregg L Phillips

Barbara Rivette
In Memory of John Kordlewski

Bruce & Nina Ruppert
In Memory of David Ruppert

Bob & Susan Ryan
In Memory of Aunt Jo Ryan

Morgan & Charlotte Silbaugh
In Memory of Bob Salisbury

Rob & Lucy Sylvester
In Memory of Barbara Lipe

Christopher & Sara Bollinger
In Honor of Nancy Durkin

Joyce Cole
In Honor of Kate Scuderi

Sheila O’Hara & Chip Coughlin
In Honor of Rich & Mary Cawley Oliver

Sheila O’Hara & Chip Coughlin
In Honor of Dori Inoa 

Priscilla & Andre Gilbert
In Appreciation of Anne Scuderi

Stephen & Julia Graziano
In Honor of Dorisol Inoa

Joanne & Ric Pettit
In Honor of Lauri & Ric Pettit

Dana Pierce
In Honor of all the Amazing ABC Scholars 

Doug & Lynn Scharbach
In Honor of Carol & Bob Cranston

FM-ABC DONORS 2021-2022
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Fayetteville-Manlius ABC Program, Inc.
P.O. Box 355
Manlius, NY 13104

Visit our website at www.fmabetterchance.org to find out how you can get involved in our many 
volunteer opportunities, make a donation and help provide A Better Chance to our scholars. 

Follow Us on Facebook and Instagram!

@FayettevilleManliusABC @FMABCHouse

Celebrating 50 years!


